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OFS Specialty Photonics Division Products Controlled for Export

>> Our Commitment to Compliance

As OFS SPD aggressively moves forward into 
developing products for new and existing customers
and applications internationally, US export regulatory
issues come into play.

The destination (embargoed country)and end-customer
controls (various denial lists) prescribed for all US
originating goods and technologies, have been
reviewed in previous issues, and the Red Flag
Guidanceoutlined in our summer issue helps exporters
and re-exporters put it all together by calling attention
to any suspicious activity that may or may not indicate
violations of the destination or end-use controls. 

What we have not yet explored are the reasons for these
controls on exports or re-exports.  The US Government
regulations specify that a product can be controlled for
several reasons:

1. Chemical & Biological Weapons (CB)

2. Nuclear Proliferation (NP)

3. National Security (NS)

4. Missile Technology (MT)

5. Regional Stability (RS)

6. Firearms Convention (FC)

7. Crime Control (CC)

8. Anti-Terrorism (AT)

These controls are derived from multi lateral 
agreements created by participating countries and then
adopted as export controls in their respective nations.  

REFERENCE

These websites provide complete

information on the relevant

 multilateral groups and the

 agreements to which they’ve arrived.

1. The Wassenaar Arrangement for the control
on conventional arms and dual-use
goods/technologies.
http://www.wassenaar.org/index.html

2. The Australia Group for the control/
development of chemical and biological
weapon proliferation.
http://www.australiagroup.net/

3. The Missile Technology Control Regime
for the non-proliferation of unmanned
delivery systems capable of delivering
weapons of mass destruction.
http://www.mtcr.info/english/index.html

4. The Nuclear SupplierÕs Group to ensure
that nuclear trade for peaceful purposes
does not contribute to the proliferation of
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices. 
http://www.nuclearsuppliersgroup.org

5. The Zangger-Committee to harmonize the
interpretation of nuclear export control
policies for Nuclear Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) Parties.
http://www.zanggercommittee.org/Zangger/
default.htm



A sovereign countryÕs participation in all 5 of the mul-
tilateral agreements (listed in the reference sidebar) is
voluntary, but it carries the benefit of smoother interna-
tional trade between  member countries, with respect to
the import/export/ re-export controls placed on goods,
technologies and services. 

Why is this important to you?  If you are reselling con-
trolled SPD products, then you can benefit from the fact
that the US participates in these 5 groups by applying
for a US export license for your shipment of those
 products to other nations.  It is permitted for a foreign
entity to apply for a US export license for the purpose
of reselling American-made products.  Of the current
SPD product offerings, there are only 4 items where this
may be necessary and which merit closer attention:

Automotive Cable

Tunable Dispersion Compensating Modules

Fiber Bragg Gratings

Tunable Dispersion Compensator

These items may require an export license from the US
Government based on where they are being exported or
re-exported to.  The Export Administration Regulations
(EAR) are subject to change at any time.  As the global
security climate changes, you can expect the US to
make changes in its export control laws.

As Specialty Photonics moves to create new high 
technology/performance products for various markets,
we must be aware of these export controls; it is likely
that more of our products will require export licenses.

The good newsis that you never have to go it alone!
SPDÕs Trade Compliance Department is always 
available to assist you.  Please call us with any 
questions.

Did you catch that great article in the
 latest issue of The FiberWire?  DonÕt
miss a thing. Subscribe today to the
Specialty Photonics DivisionÕs  quarterly
newsletter.  
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